Higher Order Thinking Skills
Subject: English ( Flamingo- Prose)
CLASS – XII

Text Book   -  Flamingo

THE LAST LESSON     Alphonse Daudet
Q.1. “When a people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if  they had the key to their prison” Comment with reference to the lesson ‘The Last Lesson’.

Q.2. Describe the measures linguistic minorities take to keep their languages alive. What would happen if they do not take measures to keep their language and culture alive?

Q.3. Explain the term ‘linguistic chauvinism’ with reference to the extract ‘The Last Lesson’.

Q.4. Why is the extract entitled ‘The Last Lesson’? Describe in your own words Mr. Hamel’s thoughts and feelings on the last day in school.
Q.5 The last lesson is a story that dwells upon universal human nature . comment .
Ans – Man relies the worth of what he has, only after is taken away from him. 

· People realized how precious their mother tongue was .
LOST SPRING      Anees Jung

1. The extract ‘Lost Spring’ describes the plight of street children forced into labour early in life and denied the opportunity of schooling. Explain this with reference to the extract.

.2. The story  ‘Lost Spring’ gives us an authentic picture of child labour prevalent in India. What measures would you suggest to stop child labour? 

.3. The extract ‘Lost Spring’ tells us about the callousness of society and the political class to the sufferings of the poor. Is this true of contemporary India. Cite examples.
4. What are the two distinct worlds referred by Anees Jung in the lessons ‘Lost Sprint’ 

Q-5 The beauty of the glass bangles of Firozabad  contrasts with the misery of the people who produce them comment. 
Ans – One of the family caught in web of poverty , burdened by the stigmer of caste.

- The other , vicious circle of the Sahukars, the middlemen, the policemen, the keepers of law etc.  

Ans – Bangles are colorful, bright, symbol of suhag of a married Indian  woman, considered auspicious fill colors and happiness.  
- Life of its producers- impoverished , dark, deprived lose eyesight, slog their day- light hours in dark stingy cells in front of hot furnaces , familities and animals coexist in the primeval state. 

DEEP WATER           William Douglas
1. It is Douglas’ will power that enabled him to overcome his fear of water. This reveals that with a strong will human beings can overcome all kinds of fear. Explain  with two illustrations from real life.

THE RAT TRAP           Selma Lagerlof
1.The story ‘The Rattrap’ exemplifies the truth that essential goodness of human beings can be awakened through understanding and love. Discuss.

2. The readers’ sympathy lies with the peddler in the story ‘The Rattrap’.Explain why?

3. How would you react if you were Elda Wilmanson?

4. The strory is both entertaining and philosophical. Explain.

5. The story focuses on human lonliness and the need to bond with others. Explain.

6. The metaphor of the rat trap serves to highlight the human predicament. What is the human predicament?
INDIGO       Louis Fischer
1. What according to you are the qualities of a good leader? Explain with illustrations.

2. Truth and non-violence were the weapons with which Gandhiji succeeded everywhere. Explain with reference to the extract ‘INDIGO’.

3. What did Gandhiji do for the social, economic and spiritual upliftment of the masses of India.

Poets and Pancakes    Asokamitran

1.The extract gives an account of events and personalities of Gemini studios in the early days of Indian Cinema. Explain with reference to the extract.

2. Cite examples of humour and satire from the extract.

3. Write a short note on the author’s role in Gemini Studios. How does the first person narration make his words realistic. 

4.How does the author describe the incongruity of an English poet addressing the audience at Gemini studios.
THE INTERVIEW      Christopher Silvester

1.What are the objectives of a good interview? Why is it difficult to elicit the truth from the interviewee?

2. Do you think Umberto Eco likes to be interviewed. Give reasons for your opinion.
GOING PLACES   A.R. Barton
Q.1. The extract ‘Going Places’ is about adolescent fantasizing. Who are the adolescents and what are their dreams? 

2.The extract  ‘Going Places’ deals with hero worship. Explain with reference to the story.

Q.2. How does Sophie’s   family   react to her dreams, thoughts, and actions? Who in the family is sympathetic towards her?
Q3. Sophie is representative of contemporary youth and their aspirations. Explain with reference to the extract.

Q.4. Adolescents worship icons. Why do they do this? Is this characteristic of adolescence? Explain with examples.
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 1.  My mother at Sixty-Six by Kamala Das 

1. My mother at sixty six, Kamala Das has pointed out  at close relationships in an objective manner comment.

2. Why did the poet suddenly recall ‘the last Friday morning’?

3. “My parents home”. Was the poet possessive in her thought? If so why?

4. Why is human relationship subtle and complex. How is Kamala Das trapped in this maze?

5. Kamala Das refers to her fear as “Childhood fear”. Do you think every time she was overpowered with this she kept smiling or was it different this time. Describe the word ‘SMILE’.

2. An Elementary School Classroom in a slum 

1. What are the consequences of the distorted form of education given  to the under privileged children?

2. The strength of a nation depends on its system of education. Comment 

3. How can the indifference of those in power be social threat comment with reference to this poem?
4. The education in slum schools is a violation of human rights of children. How?

5. The children of the slum hope to have a life of mental and physical freedom. Comment 

6. If class inequalities exist in the West, how are education and social changes effect in the Indian context?

3. A thing of Beauty is joy forever 

1. How is a thing of beauty a joy forever? 

2. Why do we wreathe a flowery band? How?

3. List out the over darkened ways made for our suffering .

4. Beauty is heaven’s immortal drink. Is the peace that we derive from beauty also immortal?

5. Who are the ‘mighty dead’ and how and why is ‘grandeur’ associated with them?

6. How are the ‘Daffodils’ and the rills the sources of joy pleasure? 
4. Keeping Quiet 

1) Why does the poet count up to 12? What is the significance of 12?

2) What are the Environmental issues mentioned in the poem?

3) How is the idea of ‘universal brotherhood’ brought out in the poem?

4) Silence can be very eloquent sometimes. Mention when is silence preferred to language?

5) The poem begins with “ Now we will count “ and ends with “ Now I’ll count and you keep quiet’. What does the shift in the pronoun signify?
5. A Roadside Stand 
1.  Do the phrases like ‘greedy good doers’ or ‘beneficent beasts of prey’ sound odd? How? What poetic device is used here?

2.Do you think the poem ends on a positive note or is it the other way round? Justify your answer.

3. What does the poet mean when he says that the shopkeeper is not pleading for ‘a dole of bread’?

4. What does the poet mean when he says, ‘as I came back to sane’?

5. What is the poet’s pain as referred to in the last line of the poem? Who does he expect to relieve him of his pain?

6.Why does the poet term the hope of the shopkeeper and other poor people as ‘childish longings’? What does if suggest?

7. You must have seen many impoverished roadside stands / shops as described in the poem. What kind of feelings do these evoke in your mind?

8. What is the attitude of the poet towards the urban civilization?

9. The poet seems to hold the modern manmade civilization responsible for the misfortunes of the destitute in the society. Do you agree with the poet’s opinion? Give reasons to justify your answers.

10. What does the poet mean when he says, ‘destroy their sleep in the ancient way’.?

11. What was the reaction of the city folk to the roadside stand that was set up by the poor rural people and what does it signify?

12. The poet appeals to the readers ‘to come to me and offer to put me gently out of my pain’. What provokes the poet to make this statement? What is the poet trying to suggest by this statement.

13. The economic well being of a country depends on a balanced development of the villages and the cities. Comment with reference to the poem “A Roadside Stand”.

6. AUNT JENNIFER’S TIGERS

Read the questions and answer the questions that follow.

1.   Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers chivalric certainty.

a) How is the movement of the tiger different from that of Aunt Jennifer?            (1)

b) How is the contrast between the two brought out ?                                              (1)

c) What role does the word ‘men’ play in the poem?                                               (1)

d) How does the poet employ the imageries of movement and colour in the poem?(1)

2.   Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through the wool

Find even the ivory needle hard to pull.

The massive weight of uncle’s wedding band

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand.

a) Bring out the significance of the word ‘fluttering’ in the first line.                      (1)

b) State which aspect of Aunt Jennifer’s character is projected here.                       (1)

c) The wedding band which is traditionally looked upon as a bond of mutual love and respect                                                              that keeps two people together, has been used in a different context here.

Do you agree? Explain the difference between the two contexts.                         (2)

3. When Aunt is dead her terrified hands will lie

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by

The tigers in the panel that she made

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.

a) “Terrified hands”-What is the poetic device used here?                                   (2)

b) In your opinion why does a person like Aunt Jennifer weave the design of prancing tigers(2)

4. Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers express her repressed emotions aesthetically on a canvas-justify.

5. In spite of her limitations Aunt Jennifer displays her rebellious attitude. How?

6. Discuss the relevance of the poem in the light of contemporary women’s movement.

7. Do you agree that a strain of rebellion against male chauvinism runs through the poem? Elaborate.

8. How do you relate the theme highlighted in the poem to Indian social context?

9. Why do you think that the tigers are referred to as Aunt Jennifer’s tigers?

10. Discuss the use of colours in the poem.

11. Can Aunt Jennifer be taken as the spokesperson for all women around the world?

12. Art is a form of creative expression. Do the tigers in the poem present creative freedom or a form

Of escape from reality?

13. Can you say that Aunt Jennifer found an outlet for her emotions? If yes, how?

14. How would you describe Aunt Jennifer?

